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Riding OD Road 
How an unassuming city 
neighborhood became the 
overdose capital of the region 


Effort aims to get 
overdose survivors 
into treatment 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


The days after a near-fatal 
overdose can bring embarrass- 
ment, loneliness and a deeper 
dive into addiction — or they 
can mark a turning point. The 
chance for recovery improves if 
someone calls or drops by with 
an offer ofhelp. 

That's the theory behind an 
emerging Post Overdose Re- 
sponse Team, or PORT, involv- 
ing the city of Pittsburgh, a 
South Hills coalition and the 
University of Pittsburgh's 
Center for Emergency Medicine 
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A barge cuts through ice on the Ohio River Monday as it passes under the West End Bridge beside the North Shore. Read more about freezing 


fall goes according to plan, a 
state-funded three-person team 
will start work in and around 
Carrick in the coming months, 
reaching out directly to over- 
dose survivors in an effort to 
help them to get treatment, ac 
cording to Laura Drogowski, 
who works on the opioid prob- 
Jemas the city’s critical commu: 
nities manager, a position cre- 
ated by Mayor Bill Peduto. 

An overdose may motivate 
someone to seek help, but can 
also leave them too isolated and 
weak to get through the difficult 
process of finding the right 
treatment, said Melissa Ruggi- 
ero, an attorney, Carrick resi- 
dent and co-chair of the South 
Pittsburgh Opioid Action Coali- 
tion, one of the PORT partners. 

“How do we help these folks 
who have this illness and are 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A proposed statewide Maternal 
Mortality Review Committee was 
unanimously approved by thestate 
House in December with the idea 
that if it is finally approved, com- 
mittee members would begin re- 
viewing maternal deaths as they 
arise, 
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Pa. could speed up maternal 
mortality review impact 


House has approved creation of committee that now goes to Senate 


But if itis approved by the state 
Senate in its current form, that 
could mean it could be up to five 
years before the committee has 
any usable data to make recom- 
mendations on cutting the state's 
increasing maternal death rate, 
and supporters of the legislation 
‘want to see it happen sooner than 
that. 

“I think we'd rather see some- 


thing quickly,” said Amanda 
Flicker, an obsietrician-gynecolo- 
gist who first brought the idea for 
the committee to state Rep, Ryan 
Mackenzie, RLehigh. It was Mr. 
Mackenzie who sponsored the leg: 
islation that was approved by the 
House on Dec. 12, 

“We could at least do a short 
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Hollywood women unveil 
action plan i in fight against 
ystemic sexual har ‘assment 


By Cara Buckley 
The New York Times 


+A legal defense fund, backed 
by $13 million in donations, to 
help less privileged women 
Jike janitors, nurses and workers 
at farms, factories, restaurants 
and hotels — protect themselves 
from sexual misconduct and the 
fallout from reporting it. 

+ Legislation to penalize com- 
panies that tolerate persistent ha- 
assment, and to discourage the 
use of nondisclosure agreements 
tosilence victims. 

+ Adrive toreach gender parity 


Driven by outrage and a re- 
solve to correct a power imbal- 
ance that seemed intractable just 
months ago, 300 prominent ac- 
tresses and female agents, writ- 
ers, directors, producers and en- 
tertainment executives have 
formed an ambitious, sprawling 
initiative to fight systemic sexual 
harassment in Hollywood and in 
blue-collar workplaces nation- 
wide, 
The initiative includes: 
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EYES HAVE IT Gavin Davia, 6, of Port Vue, looks up Monday after 
‘competing at the 42th annual MessFest2018 at the Camegie Science 
Center on the North Shore. Gavin ate his chocolate pudding — as other 
contestants did — without using his hands. 


used of 


increasingly religious until an ar- 
rest Friday that allegedly included 
him destroying a computer thumb 
drive that authorities suspect con: 
tained evidence of terrorism-re- 
lated activity. 

In the months before that arrest, 
court filings allege that Sean 
Duncan, 21, who will appear in fed 
eral court Tuesday, acted ina man- 
ner that was “indicative of an indi- 
vidual planning and researching 
how to conduct an attack,” includ- 


Aspinwall man ac 


By Terrence McCoy 
The Washington Post 


A skeletal portrait of the Ster 
ling, Va., man federal authorities 
have accused of obstructing a ter 
rorism investigation began to 
come into focus on Monday — that 
of a directionless youth who con- 
verted to Islam at the end of high 
school, married a significantly 
older Muslim woman, had a child 
who died as an infant, and became 


ties was a ‘classic teenage boy’ 


ing research into materials relat- 
ing to the Islamic State group, ter- 
rorist attacks, weapons, surveil- 
Jance tactics and body armor. 

‘Now, family members are strug 
gling to reconcile the man they had 
believed to be Mr. Duncan with the 
man federal agents say he had be- 
come, 

“Sean is a very good kid. And 
that’s all I can really say at this 
point. I'm floored,” said his 


tateagentin Ocean City, Md. “Sean 
is a very honest and sincere child, 
and that's all [ean say, is that he's a. 
child, He's: 

‘Mr. Duncan, who could not be 
reached for comment, grew up in 
eastern Baltimore County and, at 
first, was a “classic teenage boy," 
recalled Zach, who is engaged to 
Mr. Duncan's sister and requested 
that The Washington Post 


Iran protests 
becoming 
more violent; 
death toll has 
reached 13 


By Nasser Karimi 
and Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, Iran — Protests 
across Iran saw their most vio- 
Ientnightas “armed protesters” 
tried to overrun military bases 
and police stations before secu- 
rity forees repelled them, killing 
at least 10 people, Iranian state 
television said Monday 

‘The demonstrations, the larg- 
est to strike Iran since its di 
puted 2009 presidential election, 
have seen five days of unrest 
across the country and a death 
toll ofat least 13 with the slaying 
of a police officer announced 
late Monday. 

‘The increasing violence is 
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Port Authority 
losing less 
money than 
expected with 
fare change 


By Ed Blazina 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Port Authority isn't sure 
why, but it's happy with the 
trend: The agency is losing less 
money than it expected since it 
changed its fare policy at the be- 
ginning of 2017. 

In January, the transit 
agency changed from a two- 
tiered fare system that charged 
$2.50 for shorter rides and $3.75, 
for longer rides to a fat $2.50 
fare for riders who use the pre- 
paid ConnectCard and $2.75 for 
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